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Fig 1 Location of the Quaternary lacustrine outvash outcrops in the western Qaidam
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Fig 2 Colunn of the Quatemary lacustrine outvash outcrops in the western Qaidam
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Fig 3 Sketch for the four gpopearances of dripsione in Quaternary lacustrine ouivash
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Fig 5 Sketch of outvash and dripstone formation in the western Qaidam
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Quaternary Lacustr ne Outwadh: Significance to the
W estern Qaidam, Chna

ZHONG Jian-hua' > L1Ha HUANGLi-gond WEN Zhi-fend
@QJO Ze-qing WANG Hai-giao© L | Yond

1( Ingtitute of Earth Information and Resources University of Petroleum ( Eastern China), Dongying, Shandong 257061)
2 ( Guangzhou Institute of Geocham istry, Chines Acadany of Science, Guangzhou 510640)

Abstract The Quatemary outwvash, characterized by the dripsione bounded by the gray and yellov shale and mud-
stone, is disovered in theM angai depression of Qaidan basin  The dripsione isup © 4 an x 12 an with complicated
campositionsowing o the wolcanic, metanoiphic and ssdimentary origin  The goro-pollen analysis revealed that it is
fomed in Quaternary period, most probably Pleistocene epoch, coincidingwith the Quatemary glacial epoch of W est
China although the detailed age is, asyet, uncertain The strong evidence of outwash existed in theM angai depres
sion isof great mportance © the research on the ewolution and paleoclimate, paleogeography of Qingzang plateau of
Quaternary glacial epoch of China Moreover, it reveals that awhole ice cover in the Quaternary does not cover the
Qingzang p lateau

Key words dropsione, ouwash, Quaternary, Qaidam.
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