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Abstract

Tarim Basin, located in the northwest China, is one of the largest basins in the world, which has not been

well explored. In recent years the large scale of petroleum exploration in the basin has led to the discovery of a se-

ries of oil and gas fields, with an approximate 1 *l ratio of oil to gas resource. This means that the natural gas re-

source is very important for the hydrocarbon resource in the Tarim basin. In this basin most of the discovered gases

are condensate-associated gas and oil-associated gas. It is show by chemical components analysis that the content of

hydrocarbon of the natural gases from this basin is mostly higher than 65%. The content of CO2 is mostly less than
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5%. The content of N2is mostly less than 10%) and the N in some gases reaches 25% to 35%. The C1/Co+ ratios
of gases from Tabei area show a generally decreasing trend from east to west. The content of N2 in gases shows gen-
erally Qincreasing trend from east to west. The carbon isotopic composition of methane becomes gradually lighter
from east towest. All these may be responsible to the low palaeozoic source rock, of which maturity is generally be-
coming lower from east to west.
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(Continued from page 579)

Triassic sediments in the western thrust zone should be assigned to the wedge-top sediments. whereas the foreland
area in the eastern part recorded progressive deposition in the foreland basin sy stem . The earlier foredeep sediments
might have been consumed under the nappe mne in the west rather than cropped out on the surface. (1)Viewed
from the horizontal distribution of sedimentary facies, although the strata in the western thrust zone have under-
gone multiple phases of tectonic deformation, the earlier Triassic sediments are still well preserved. On the other
hand, relatively weak tectonic deformation of the strata in the foreland area in the east once ocurreds and the early
strata were apparently consumed under the thrust zone in the west. (2)The stacking pattems of the sediments indi-
cate that the Middle and Lower Triassic strata in the basin should be ascribed to the typical passive continental
marginal sediments, w hich are overlain unconformably by the Carnian or Norian (Upper Triassic)strata with a de-
positional break during the Ladinian-Carnian, implying that the Chuxiong foreland basin might originate during the
early Carnian. Before this periods the whole basin was once in the passive continental marginal area, where stable
carbonate deposits prevailed. (3)The Upper T riassic strata may be divided into four second-order sequences alto-
gether four for the wedge-top sediments in the west, three for the eastern part, and one or two for the margins of
the basin. The isochronous surfaces in individual sequences can be regionally correlated. (4)The evidences from
structure and texture, composition, palacocurrent direction and geochemical signature have revealed that the Upper
Triassic sediments from the wedge-top sediments in the western nappe zone are characterized by low compositional
and textural maturity, and progressively thinned sediment thickness tow ard the western orogenic zone as the source
area. The presentday foreland area in the east only accepted the post-Norian deposits with high compositional and
textural maturity. The principal source of detritus lay to the Xikang- Yunnan oldland in the east. During the late
Late Triassic, the thust zone overthrusted upon the thick rigid lithospheric crust, giving rise to weak warping and
slow subsidence of the basin. For this reason, no typical foredeep sediments are observed.

Key words Chuxiong Mesozic foreland basin system wedge-top sediment



