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Fig.1 The Middle Triassic sedimentary basins and typical stratigraphic sequences in the South China
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paleogeography in the South China
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The Middle Triassic Stratigraphy and Sedimentary
Paleogeography of South China

LIU Zhi-li TONG Jin-nan

(China University of Geogciences Wahan  430074)
Abstract

The Middle Triassic was the changing turning period of South China from marine sedimentary basin to conti-
nental deposits or even ercsion. In this paper, South China is subdivided into four sedimentary provinces:
Cathaysia sedimentary province, Low Yangtze sedimentary province, Upper Yangtze sedimentary province and
Youjiang sedimentary province, among which the distribution and variation of the lithostratigraphic sequences,
lithofacies and biotas are summarized.

Each sedimentary province has similar stratigraphic sequence and unique lithofacies though the difference be-
tween the Anisian and the Ladinian is apparent. In the Anisian, carbonate rocks are mainly on Yangtze block,
while clastic sediments are mostly distributed in Cathaysia and Youjiang sedimentary provinces. The mixed se-
guences of carbonate and clastic rocks mainly occur at the transition areas between the sedimentary provinces. In
the Ladinian, carbonate sediments were limited, mainly in Upper Yangtze sedimentary province. Cathaysia, Low-
er Yangtze and Youjrang provinces were occupied by clastic sediments. In addition, biotas were of distinctive as-
semblages and associated biotic groups in various lithofacies. In Youjiang province, Donella group and ammonoids
are the most distinctive biota, while Upper Yangtze province is characteristic of widespread Costatoria subgroup,
Cathaysia and Lower Yangtze provinces are predominated by Asoelle subgroup. So there is a close relationship be-
tween the biotic paleoecclogy and the lithofacies as well as the sedimentary facies in South China during the Middle
Triassic. . {Continued on page 356)





