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Sedimentary Earth Sciences Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

HE Qixiang

(Qingdao Institute of Marine Geology, Qingdao Shandong 266071)

Abstract Sedimentary earth sciences, since its “separation with stratigraphy to become an independent
branch of earth sciences in the early years of last century, has passed through three stages from sedimentary
petrology, to sedimentology and to sedimentary geology. Sedimentary petrology deals with sedimentary
rocks with focus on their characters, classification, occurrence and origin. Sedimentology lays its study inter—
est in the natural processes related to transportation and deposition of sediments. Sedimentary geology deals
with the evolution of sediments in a four dimensional framework, i e. the change of sediments, sedimentary
processes and sedimentary environments with time. This paper provides the readers with a historical review
and the perspective of the development of this branch of earth sciences based on the background of the revo-
lutions of earth sciences.
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