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The Future of Sedimentology in China: Review on and Look Forward to
Laboratory and Instrument

WANG PuJun"?, CHEN Tong', ZHANG LiBin', GAO Xiang', GAO YouFeng™"

1. College of Earth Sciences, Jilin University, Changchun 130061, China

2. Key Laboratory for Evolution of Past Life and Environment in Northeast Asia, Ministry of Education, Jilin University, Changchun 130026,
China

3. Research Center of Paleontology and Stratigraphy, Jilin University, Changchun 130026, China

Abstract; Based on literature investigation and data analysis, we have investigated the history and the status quo of
China’s sedimentology concerning aspects of laboratories and instruments. The data used in this study mainly consist of
three sources which include 6 databases at home and abroad, 102 official website of Chinese and foreign laboratories
related to sedimentology and 5 search engines including Bing Academic, Duxiu Academic, Baidu Academic, Google
Scholar, Microsoft Academic. Our result shows that development procedure of sedimentology in China has experienced
initial stage (1950-1980), rapid progress stage ( 1980-2010), and steady improvement stage (2010-Today).We
found some existing problems and proposed relevant suggestions according to our investigation. Sedimentology in China
is currently facing with three crucial problems. They include, 1) There is no special sedimentology laboratory in China
up to now; 2) The kinds and numbers of special instruments and equipment applied to sedimentology are insufficient;
3) The distribution of laboratories related to sedimentology is too concentrated in the supper big cities like Beijing
where are far distance away from the places which sedimentary processes really happen. And more so, the trend of
pull-apart between laboratory and studying objects (typical deposition process in nature) is becoming more and more
serious. As we all know, sedimentology plays an important role in national economic and social development, espe-
cially in such a big country as China. However, the supporting conditions for sedimentology study are relatively weak.
It is no doubt that these problems will hinder the development of sedimentology in China in the near future. Here we
suggest that relevant experts and related management departments should pay enough attention to these bottleneck
problems and solve them timely.

Key words: sedimentology in China; laboratory and instrument; present situation-problem-prospect
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Table 1 Present situation on instruments applied to sedimentology in China
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