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Fig.1 Regional geological map of Maerkansu, West Kunlun
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Fig.2  Geological map of the Maerkantu-Muhu manganese deposit, West Kunlun
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Fig.3 Lithification diagram and sedimentary facies of the Muhu manganese deposit
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Fig.4 Micrograph, back scattered electron, and SEM images of the manganese-bearing rock series
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Fig.5 Rock and ore photos and sedimentary structure photos of the manganese-bearing rock series
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Table 1 Major element compositions of the wall rock and rhodochrosite from the Muhu manganese deposit ( wt%)

F5 RS Rt 4 Si0, ALO;  Fe,0; FeO CaD MgO K,0 NayO  TiO, P,0;  MnO H,0" LOI
1 P2-16 WEWIE KA 3428  4.81 1.24 0.80 30.86 1.22 031 080 0.170 0.063 0.26 1.80 25.08
2 P2-17/4  WEWEKSE 4271 952 1064 0.05 1493 226 1.75 0.54 0350 0240 2.48 6.94 14.27
3 P2-20 WRANE RS 4495 11.12 173 5.60 10.29 9.94 0.11 1.32 0.370 0.062 0.71 5.36 13.57
4 P2-21 WRANE RS 3835 9.29 3.28 298 20.31 3.73 0.43 254 0340 0.071 046 3.60 17.99
5 P2-21/2 WRDIE KA 36.94 8.18 237  3.02 2243 3.8 0.12 237 0310 0071 052 3.02 19.68
6 P2-21/4 WRIE A 39.87  9.58 2.41  3.40 19.06 4.32 0.07 3.21 0.350 0.073 0.53 3.02 16.91
7 P2-23 B A 52.77  9.37 6.21 070 8.93 2.03 1.38 234 0380 0.084 063 3.86 14.99
8 P2-23/2  WHREPEK®E 2079 4.90 2,51 2.08 3273 3.57 0.52 0.90 0.140 0200 1.17 2.12 30.31
9 P2-22/5 RN S 3511 10.43 333 1.25 10.14 12.18 0.71 0.61 0.420 0.058 5.70 520 19.60
10 P2-22/7 PERED S 4615 11.87 1012 0.05 10.88 1.80 242 1.40 0.460 0.160 0.56 5.34 13.90
11 P2-22/11  Eky #b5 37.02 11.77 520 005 1038 9.56 1.33 1.47 0480 0.064 4.71 5.22 17.50
12 P2-22/14 BFE 35.81 11.24 8.62 0.05 8.64 10.78 094 0.78 0.440 0.055 4.42 586 17.84
13 P2-18/1 B3 245  0.98 0.52  0.42 10.88 2.08 0.07 0.13 0.038 0.340 44.88 2.00 32.69
14 P22 B3 440  1.58 0.30 042 4.74 230 0.04 0.14 0.034 0.680 49.13 198 30.60
15 P2-22/2 ES 9.23  0.57 0.02 051 1299 195 0.03 0.09 0017 0310 3959 124 31.22
16 P2-22/4 ES 12.11  0.68 0.0 039 5.60 234 0.05 0.09 0013 0.130 44.71 1.14 32.78
17 P2-22/6 B 8.00  2.03 2.04 <0.10 8.99 3.34 0.33 036 0072 0.140 41.89 572 24.79
18 P2-22/8 LR 12.76  1.38 0.65 0.64 552 258 0.07 0.42 0.02 0300 42.78 1.23 30.25
19  P2-22/9 LR 6.92  1.02 0.09 048 286 1.75 0.07 0.13 0016 0.130 51.25 120 32.26
20 P2-22/10 B 378 194 <0.01 096 3.16 249 031 0.12 0.039 0210 50.19 1.30 33.30
21 P2-22/12 ES 566 190 <0.01 1.09 4.74 3.10 0.22 025 0.035 0.580 4639 1.32 32.70
2 P2-22/15 B30 570  1.14 <0.01 1.03 3.43 280 0.09 0.11 0016 0.380 4878 128 32.52
23 P2-22/17 ES 428 1.04 <0.01 0.58 569 223 0.12 0.10 0.017 1.150 48.95 1.36 32.59
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Fig.6 Triangular diagram of Fe-Mn-( Cu+Co+Ni)x10!"
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Table 2 Trace element and REE compositions of the wall rock and rhodochrosite from the Muhu manganese deposit ( x107°)

FERGRS P26 P24 P20 P22 P2OV2 P2AV4 PRDYS PRYT PRI PRQ/I4 PR PRY2 PRI8/1 P22 P2 P4 PRV/6 PRV/S PV/9 PRLVI0 PRLY12 PRLVIS PRV1T
o DED DRED DR DED DRY BED SRG GRH SRR SRR BR DRD L o e e s s s e e e
itk MRS RRE BRE RS RRE RRE DR DR pE pE BE RRE ESAUNE S U S U U S U STUE U S UM U S U U
Cu 2420 8660 4750 5230 4740 3920 2930 87.00 38.60 4620 9740 2410 1220 2090 306 237 1210 1140 316 623 1580 9.9 18.10
Pb 378 1120 390 613 552 773 573 3200 1640 756 2490 78 036 Ll6 012 012 019 049 099 0% 013 021 011
In 2700 35800 53.60 5500 5180 6180 5750 98.60 57.00 69.80 79.10 33.00 3440 3470 1310 1190 3160 2230 1550 2790 1740 1420 20.90
Cr 1410 76.60 460.00 207.00 19200 178.00 103.00 131.00 89.80 88.50 124.00 11500 6200 79.00 1680 598 3740 4280 1480 2480 70.80 31.60 97.40
Ni o 3840 14100 11400 8340 7970 6460 38.60 103.00 4420 4320 91.80 6200 2660 2140 2390 16.60 2650 25.00 834 1210 17.60 10.10 17.30
Co 1080 11100 30.10 2650 2350 23.60 1220 39.60 1520 1930 3800 1750 1380 1280 624 580 1070 1060 337 674 6l6  S5l6 533
Cd L1040 16900 020 0550 0510 0340 0340 3250 0470 0.650 3650 0330 0240 0270 0180 0.091 0260 0220 0074 0210 0220 0.09 0.170
L 1540 1340 4140 1970 2060 1820 4370 587 3280 4120 263 380 312 910 241 219 565 14 324 120 136 190 133
Rb 1100 2930 324 842 289 645 1520 5530 2900 2180 3280 1330 318 086 094 180 794 43 18 695 678 284 3T
(s L3216 065 062 043 066 129 475 265 177 248 099 034 042 029 023 105 060 030 060 065 033 042
W L3 070 098 08 089 124 528 408 708 770 475 207 065 040 040 033 054 038 027 033 032 044 046
Mo 6920 6990 1580 6580 7.760 4.020 5300 43.200 5.210 3900 53.600 4500 0240 0.150 0240 0.140 0200 0210 0.064 0.110 0.090 0.093 0.130
As 965 5130 818 1260 9.4 194 4840 7440 6190 50.20 11200 5410 10400 5480 5330 2290 22000 5390 2280 2730 2390 2170 28.90
S 09 59 09 L2 L0413 1190 2000 13.00 2010 1840 814 1380 959 659 216 1450 2330 662 438 693 810 469
Bi <010 <010 <010 <010 <010 <0.10 011 016 013 010 024 <010 <010 <0.10 <010 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10
S 1180.00 416.00 936.00 1150.00 1160.00 1240.00 631.00 549.00 738.00 577.00 606.00 1680.00 1630.00 263.00 748.00 400.00 1250.00 528.00 155.00 176.00 408.00 196.00 527.00
Ba  219.00 1120.00 172.00 355.00 118.00 118.00 543.00 1540.00 948.00 582.00 771.00 348.00 164.00 352.00 8540 86.70 303.00 121.00 103.00 194.00 238.00 107.00 144.00
Voo 6700 145.00 165.00 147.00 137.00 142.00 111.00 21100 11400 107.00 180.00 111.00 1310 2010 255 377 974 2610 143 782 3120 2750 1670
Se 698 1420 2590 1540 1840 1950 1590 2080 1920 1620 1740 1270 424 375 080 005 334 L76 203 367 368 153 168
M 52 242 58 368 408 323 381 317 298 257 217 347 15T L2 137 09 L69 062 050 075 L0606l 09
Ta 042 022 045 030 03 025 031 027 024 020 019 030 0130 0091 0120 0.078 0150 0062 0040 0068 0078 0.052 0.075
Ir 2090 4060 2960 3690 3580 4420 4340 5290 4790 4600 4060 2530 1520 1650 920 613 1460 1060 883 1180 1670 980 2210
Be 021 062 029 040 035 049 041 061 020 041 040 033 035 03 017 018 037 038 016 020 025 022 042
Ga 682 2500 1850 1250 1260 1340 5260 1720 4580 4480 1720 1690 196.00 256.00 9570 210.00 213.00 248.00 252.00 249.00 267.00 197.00 191.00
Sn 13 0% 132 L4 109 09 122 126 09 092 08 079 051 032 05 040 061 032 030 031 038 03 030
Ge 060 L06 162 123 LIS L9 12 123 L08 143 105 094 028 024 019 011 04 02 011 01 020 02 025
T 0420 1070 0220 0440 0310 0.40 0.660 1890 0840 1800 1380 0520 0200 0.092 0130 0150 0.140 0220 0.075 0.110 0.190 0.150  0.160
Ag 6400 66400 60.00 124.00 110.00 159.00 421.00 2400.00 705.00 488.00 1150.00 319.00 804.00 763.00 961.00 940.00 540.00 768.00 688.00 545.00 1010.00 936.00 698.00
U 224 2% L4 260 219 232 193 338 14 147 239 087 295 276 L70 129 650 243 179 192 226 14l 415
Th 122 13 124 120 129 215 L0025 LI2 L6 317 083 384 43 237 14l 174 200 126 152 43 289 676
CwZn 090 024 08 09 092 06 051 08 068 066 123 073 035 060 023 020 038 051 02 02 091 068 087
S/Ba 539 037 544 324 983 1051 Lle 036 078 099 079 48 994 075 876 461 413 436 150 091 L7 183 366
VN L4 L3 145 176 172 2200 288 205 258 248 1% L9 049 094 011 023 037 LO4 017 065 L7727 097
La 959 108 533 716 65 1020 517 959 573 587 920 559 2780 29.00 1180 738 1340 1280 6.88  9.60 3100 2070  69.30
Ce 203 2910 1200 1560 1460 2130 1220 27.60 1470 1820 37.10 1180 178.00 206.00 6530 4720 7100 84.60 41.00 5480 219.00 149.00 472.00
Pr 252 340 148 202 190 257 189 312 L7 182 275 147 620 632 300 190 317 28 168 220 68 452 1430
Nd 1000 1520 601 841 757 1040 666 1310 786 822 1180 5.68 2480 2500 1340 819 1220 1210 680 926 2830 18.80 58.10
Smo 251 48 160 210 181 228 179 346 213 211 287 146 54 522 307 192 302 260 148 2060 552 404 1110
Eu 065 138 051 061 046 069 055 124 074 05 066 075 109 Lo4 068 042 LO3 060 04 059 0% 070 187
Gd 273 540 L8 218 188 239 205 346 218 235 266 149 526 548 331 206 310 266 167 230 532 388 1050
T 046 091 031 039 033 041 037 064 044 042 046 025 088 08 055 037 054 046 027 040 086 067 L71
Dy 300 578 210 254 222 263 243 423 292 292 300 LS2 526 530 351 235 340 29 172 260 520 422 1010
Ho 062 L12 045 054 048 057 05 09 066 064 065 031 106 L04 069 049 070 062 036 056 102 08 198
Er 170 294 132 152 14 Les 156 258 192 186 182 08 274 262 18 138 190 170 092  Le0 271 220 5.09
Tm 025 04 020 023 02 02 024 040 030 029 028 013 039 036 02 02 028 025 014 024 03 032 069
Yb L6027 13 150 139 L6 1s6 260 19 18 181 08 233 228 156 126 L0 L6208 153 236 19 402
Lu 024 042 020 023 020 025 024 03 03 028 028 012 03% 034 02 018 024 02 013 023 03 029 05
Y 1810 2090 1180 1250 1280 1490 1310 2260 1690 1620 1480 9.90 2250 2040 1500 1110 1590 1280 848 1260 2170 1780 4130
SREE 7427 11437 4654 5753 5381 7219 5005 9591 6049 63.63 9015 4214 28387 31128 12431 864 13158 1389 7279 10058 33155 229.97 702.61
6Ce 098 L13 L0 097 09 099 L0 L19 L1013 L74 098 320 360 260 299 258 330 286 28 356 365 354
okw 116 126 141 133 LI7 138 134 168 L6l 124 L1223 098 091 098 099 18 L07 121 126 083 083 081

Ceanom -0.03 0.02 -0.02 -0.4 -0.02 -0.03 -0.02 006 000 008 021 -0.03 048 053 037 044 039 048 043 041 052 052 05l
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Fig.7 REE and trace element distribution patterns for wall rock and rhodochrosite from the Muhu manganese deposit
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Table 3 Strontium isotopic compositions of the wall rock

and rhodochrosite from the Muhu manganese deposit

FE S Fanis 87Sr/808y
P2-16 Wb s A 0.707 94
P2-17/1 O BTRD B I 0.707 89
P2-17/4 Wb g e 0.707 92
P2-20 (R UIEy e 0.707 79
P2-20/2 O b S 0.707 79
P2-21 (Y& 0.707 72
P2-21/2 Wb g cE 0.707 74
P2-21/4 O DS A 0.707 70
P2-23 i 0.707 93
P2-23/1 (Y& 0.707 97
P2-23/2 Wb I s 0.707 90
P2-22/5 5 T b A 0.707 80
P2-22/7 v e 0.708 00
P2-22/11 B A DA 0.707 85
P2-22/14 5 A 0.707 85
P2-18 e 0.707 86
P2-18/1 B3 0.707 80
P2-18/2 B3 0.707 79
P2-22 ES71 0.707 78
P2-22/1 e 0.707 90
P2-22/2 e 0.707 89
P2-22/4 ES 0.708 64
P2-22/6 ES71 0.708 11
P2-22/9 SRR 0.707 75
P2-22/10 B3 0.707 83
P2-22/12 e 0.707 79
P2-22/13 e 0.707 89
P2-22/15 B3 0.707 64
P2-22/16 B3 0.707 82
P2-22/17 ES710 0.707 81
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Geology, Geochemical Characteristics, and Sedimentary Environment of
Mn-bearing Carbonate from the Late Carboniferous Muhu Manganese De-
posit in West Kunlun
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Abstract; A set of clastic-carbonate rocks developed in the Maerkansu of West Kunlun during the Late Carboniferous
recently revealed that it has a great potential for rthodochrosite prospecting and has attracted significant attention. The
clastic-carbonate lithofacies division and sedimentary environment analyses were carried out by measuring the manga-
nese-bearing rock series profile, thin section identification, electron probe, scanning electron microscope, geochemi-
cal analysis, and strontium isotope testing of the carbonate rocks in the Muhu manganese mine. Our study indicates
that the manganese-bearing rock series consists of eight clastic-carbonate rock facies: marlite, arenaceous limestone,
microcrystalline manganese carbonate, microcrystalline-micrite limestone, gravelly limestone, gravelly arenaceous
limestone, calcareous sandstone, calcareous conglomerate, and combinations of three rock facies. Based on the geo-
chemical and strontium isotope characteristics of the ore body and its roof and floor rocks, the ancient seawater tem-
perature averaged 22.68 “C, which belongs to the subtropical zone. In all, the manganese-bearing rocks are clastic
shore facies and shallow sea-land shelf facies deposits with shallow seawater. The roof and floor rocks of the ore body
were in a relatively shallow oxidation-weak reduction environment with seawater, while the rhodochrosite was formed
in shallow sea-land shelf sedimentary depressions with relatively deep seawater under a reduced sedimentary environ-
ment, which is related to submarine volcanic hydrothermal activity.

Key words: Late Carboniferous; terrigenous clastics-carbonate ; sedimentary environment; Muhu manganese deposit;

West Kunlun



