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Yeh Lientsun

( Iostitute of Geology, Academia Sipica)

The birth of “ACTA SEDIMENTOLOGICA SINICA” is a commemorabie delig~
hted event to all of the Chinese Geological circle. It demarks that the science of
sedimentology has already standing up and booming in the field of Chinese geology.

Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, sedimentalogy had
made many achievements and contributed herself to the march of geological invest-
igation works in many respects, not only in the academic side but also in the hun-
ting of economic minerals, as well as in the teachings in universities.Now. sedime-
ntology is considered unanimously as one of the most important basic sciences to
most of the main desciplines of geology. In the recent twenty yvears or so, parti-
cularly after the establishment of the plate-tectonic doctrine, and the carrying on
of the “Lithosphere” project, enquiries about “The palaeooceans that sunk under
mountain ranges” were the prodominant subject among investigations regarding the
role of evolution of sedimentary basins, Thus, discussions on sedimentalogical prob-
lems were the prevailing topics amidst geologists nowadays. Marching in sedimento-
logy were in almost every respects, It is under this blessing atmosphere, the “AC-
TA SEDIMENTOLOGICA SINICA” were given birth,

An attached “ACTA SEDIMENTOLOGICA SINICA” is essential to the develo-
pment of a science, Because scientific communications were impetus to the deepen-
ing and marching of investigations,

In the former days, sedimentology has been dealing mainly with the lithology
and sequences of sedimentary strata. So, in that time, sedimentology was only kn-
own as sedimentary petrography. It was just a sister science of stratigraphy, Such
like the ¢ The principles of stratigraphy » of A.W.Grabau, and the ¢ Basic principles
of Historical Geology®» (in Russian )of H.M. Strahoff were the benchmark papers
of that sort, But, probably after the 50’s of this century, sedimentologists had shi-
fted their pendulum of thought upon problems such like the origin and genesis of
sedimentary rocks or mineral deposits, the sedimentary environments and backgrou-

nds, the evolutional history of sedimentary materials, sedimentary physics, sedime-



