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Prelim mary D iscussion on Sedimentary Tectonics of the
Clostered Continents of South China

WANG Q ng-chen

( State Key Laboratory of Tectonic Evolution Istitute of Geology and G eophysics Chinese A cadany of Sciences Beijing 100029)

Abstract The clistered continents of South China ( CCSC) is a group of Early Paleozoic continental blocks ncluding
he Yangtze bbck theWuyiblodk, and the Yunkaiblock The CCSC and its surround ng sea canpose an archipe la-
ga The CCSC was located n northem margn ofGondwana during the Early Paleozic and collaged to Eurasia during
he Late Paleozoic and the EarlyM esozic The tectonics of he CCSC is characterized by sn all size later collage
weak extension and strong canpression, while the nnercontinental defomatbn of the CCSC is characterized by mut
tple engne andw e range Same mportant unanswered questions mchide (1) has ever been an oceanic basn be
ween the Yangize and the Cathaysia block¢ W hat is the nature of sedinentatbn of the CCSC? (2) What is the m—
pactof the Late Pakomic extensbn on changes of palee-envionment and paleogeography of the CCSC? (3) What is
the sed mentary response to the innercontinen tal defomaton of he CCSC? Approach ng to these questions will hep
understand ng geodynan ics of the South China and accumulating know ledge of contnental dynam ics

Key words clustered contnents of South Ching archipelaga sed mentary tectonics contmental dynam ics



